
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Zaiser, DMin., Pastor 

1749 S. Main Street, Bechtelsville, PA 19505 

Church Office 610-369-1281  

Pastor Zaiser’s Cell Phone Number 610-322-0901 

Church Email Address:  trinitybech@outlook.com 

Pastor Zaiser’s Email Address:  pastorzaiser@outlook.com 

Volume 233 Issue 217                                                                                     APRIL, 2024 

FROM THE PASTOR...  

 As we enter this Easter season, our Gospel lessons for April proclaim to us what life is like in the      
aftermath of the resurrection of our Lord. The Risen Lord calls forth our faith, sends us out to proclaim the 
Good News, cares for us as a shepherd, and nourishes us as a vine nourishes its branches. We are reminded 
that the story of salvation does not end with Easter – Easter is only the beginning! 

   

- Pastor Gene 
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April 7, 2024 – 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Text: John 20:19-31 The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his         
disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.  
Contemporary service at 8 AM. 
 

April 14, 2024 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Text: Luke 24:36b-48 In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens 
the minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and 
sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 

April 21, 2024 – 4th Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Text: John 10:11-18 In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes     
himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome 
death for them. Contemporary service at 8 AM. 

 

April 28, 2024 – 5th Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Text: John 15:1-8 On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the               
relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, 
they can do nothing. 
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Dear Members & Friends, 

 The warm weather we had reminds me of a song I learned when I was in Sunday School, it was called 

”Let the Merry Sunshine In.”  If I think I had enough, I remember many songs that I learned as a small girl at 

church activities. 

 The next function I want to remind you about is our “Mother/Daughter” Banquet on May 11th.  Our 

entertainment will be Marian Gehman, a ventriloquist with a nice program and message for all of us.  I         

attended a program given by her last Spring and I know you will enjoy her. 

 Well Easter will soon be here and our choirs are practicing very hard.  We will enjoy singing “The 

Palms” on Palm Sunday and “The Hallelujah Chorus” on Easter. 

 Please plan to share your time with us in worship as we approach the Easter holiday. 

       Musically, 

       LaRue C. Sheetz 

       Director of Music 
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PRAYER LIST FOR HEALING/SPECIAL NEEDS 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” - Proverbs 3:5 

If you or someone you know has a prayer request or emergency, call Pastor Zaiser and the Prayer Circle will begin.  Please have the   

approval of the person/family for whom prayer is requested.  It is important to contact the Pastor or notify the church office 

when someone can be removed from the list. 

One of the most caring and helpful things we can do for one another in time of need and times of joy, is to pray that God will be with 

those who have asked for our prayers and with all who seek healing of body, mind or spirit.   

IN ORDER TO KEEP TRINITY’S PRAYER LIST CURRENT.  PLEASE INFORM PASTOR GENE, GERARD BRYCE 

OR THE CHURCH OFFICE OF ANY CHANGES.  THANK YOU. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

SHUT-INS 

Barbara Stewart, Kathy Gamler, Lorna Shaner, Alice Weller, Richard Eck and Betty Hallman. 

MEMBERS 

Brandon Stauffer, Pastor Gene & Erika Zaiser, Angie Smith, Lynn Wolfgang, Betty Moore, Bill Brensinger, Rebecca 

Yescavage, Caleb Walsh, BillyRay Pearce, Sr., Linda Bewley, Kathy Sell, Dennis Brooke, Donna Day, Shirl Stone, Vicky  

Conrad, Linda Allmendinger, Karen Essig, Donna Repko, Elaine Dotterer, Bob Eshbach,  Jeff Reitnauer, Pete Schmoyer, 

Barbara Kreiser, Helen Heydt, Jerry Bryce, Glen Haas and Suzanne Kerchner. 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY — ONGOING NEEDS 

Rosetta Heydt, Michelle Hiriak, Carol Graves, Nadine Buck, Arlene Robinson, Donald Hays, Steve Frey, Linda Stark,     

Harold Ford, David & Diane Stauffer, Ward Smith, Maria Sullivan, Larry DeStefano, Lauren Unruh, Tammy Nelson, Elmer 

Gilbert, Billy Schwager, Beverly Stein, Brittanie Farrington, Martha Van Parys, Tracey Knox, Debbie Ames, Madeline Miller, 

Orpha Richter, Jon Brooke, and Sharon Barrett. 

RECENTLY ADDED 

Peggy & Wendell Wahlstedt, Cyndi Yoder, Michael Groff and Kaiden Lanz. 

FAMILIES OF: 

Roy Romig, Linda Leister, Barry Irey, Vivan Lorish, Chris Miller, Bob Eichert and Gary Moss. 

THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Christopher Heffner, BillyRay Pearce, Jr., Michael McHugh, Ben Rhode, Steven Herbst, David Crews, Jeff Lydic, Jory Huie, 

Seth Kurtz, Clinton Bowen, Eli Abner, Benjamin Dirsa and Johnne Knepp. 

*If anyone knows of military personnel who have been discharged, please let the Pastor or the church office know. 

OTHER CONCERNS 

We pray for peace in the Middle East and the Ukraine. 

JOY AND THANKSGIVING 

We ask God’s blessings on everyone as we await the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. 
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The Prayer Circle has placed Prayer Request 

cards in the pews.  Anyone having a prayer       

request is welcome to fill it out and place it in the     

offering plate or give to the Pastor.  Before making a 

prayer request on another’s behalf, please get their    

permission. 

Giving Opportunities here at Trinity 

As you may know, there are several special 

funds that you can direct gifts towards that 

help support and maintain our congregational 

life. There is the building maintenance fund, 

the organ maintenance fund and the sound     

system fund.  Designated gifts may be       

directed to any of these, and gifts in memory 

of loved ones will be recorded in our          

Memorial Book. 

            Need a ride?   

We have volunteers in the           

congregation who are willing to  

provide transportation to medical                 

appointments, etc., for those who can’t find a 

ride.   Please contact Pastor Zaiser                 

610-322-0901 if you need a ride or would like 

to volunteer as a driver.   

ARE YOU PLANNING TO  HAVE A PARTY THIS YEAR?   

Need a location? 

Our Trinity Parish Hall is available for rent. The rental rates vary for church members/non members and 

for number of attendees.  Please contact Karen Smith for availability.   All rentals also require an  

additional $75.00 check payable to "Sexton" (Cathy Yoder).  See Below for rates: 

 

                       MEMBERS: 

       Number of Attendees -  

                   Rates:    1-50          $75.00  

                                 51-100     $100.00 

                                 Over 100 $150.00 

 

NON-MEMBERS: 

                   Number of Attendees -  

        Rates: 1-50           $100.00  

                               51-100       $150.00 

                               Over 100   $200.00 

Visitor Cards  
 
There are Visitor Cards in the church pews. 
Members of the congregation who are aware 
of visitors attending worship with us are asked 
to encourage the visitors to wear the applique 
from the card as well as fill out the card. Let’s 
make our visitors feel welcome! Thank you! 

Trinity’s Prayer List  

Names of friends and family will be kept on the 

bulletin prayer list for one month.  If still in need 

of prayers, the names will then appear on the 

newsletter prayer list.  Names on the friends and 

family list will be kept on the newsletter prayer 

list for one year if needed.  Thank you for helping 

us keep our prayer list current. 

      - The Prayer Circle 

 

In Ian’s Boots is accepting used      

sporting equipment!  If you have used 

cleats, balls, pads, guards, whatever, 

they will distribute it to needy children 

and youth development programs both here and 

around the world. Soccer equipment is especially 

welcome.  They will also accept gently used 

shoes and boots. 
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Sanctuary Etiquette 

Many worshippers wish to observe quiet time in the 

sanctuary prior to the service, for meditation and 

prayer.  Please respect this as you enter the            

sanctuary.  When speaking in the narthex prior to 

the service, please speak softly.  Thank You. 

Communion Sundays 

Sharing of the Peace has been added to the    

Communion Services.  Please be respectful of 

members who may not wish to participate in this 

practice.  Thank you. 

WAWA Hoagie Coupons  

Available 1st Sunday of the month at 

the Scrip Table or see Dan Ritter or 

Kathy Kuser. Coupons are also available in the 

church office Monday—Thursday, 9:00AM-

2:00PM.  Tickets are $5.00.  This project             

benefits the Social Ministry. 

Our sister             

congregation,    

The Marienkirche in    

Borna, Germany. 

 

Website: Kirche-bornaer-land.de) 

The deadline for the            

 May Newsletter is  

              Sunday, April 21st  

Scout Troop 511  

Hoagie Sales:    

Orders are due by the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month, pick up will be on the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month at Trinity after 10:30AM.  8” Hoagies are 

made from Dan’s Deli, Cost $6.50. There are ham 

w/onion, ham no onion, turkey w/onion, turkey no 

onion, Italian w/onion, Italian no onion, cheese 

hoagie w/onion, cheese hoagie no onion, mayo,   

Italian dressing, no tomatoes, no lettuce, no cheese.  

There is a sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board 

in the Narthex.  For more information, please       

contact Dennis Schaeffer at 610-369-1628. 



April Birthdays 

  1 Noah Heydt & Alexis Moyer 

  2 Joanne Hartline, Matt Moyer,  

 Megan Rhoads, Dan Ritter & 

 Hailey Schildt 

  3 Kelsey Benfield & Gavin Freese 

  4 Patrick Pearce & Howard Shafer 

  5 Dillon Erkert 

  6 Duane Hoffman 

  7 Maddy Wyda 

  8 Glen Haas, Sophia Irey, Tyler Jacobs & 

 Lori Moyer 

 10 Colleen Corliss, Bill Heydt & 

 Jeremy Walsh 

 11 Richard Leiby 

 12 Kelly Endy, Logan Heimbach, 

 Adrianna Lock & Oscar Smith 

 13 Terry Kemp & Erika Zaiser 

 14 Earl Good 

 15 Debbie Heydt & Paige Starry 

 16 Daniel Kuser 

 18 Lisa Matz 

 20 Herbert Rhoads, Jr. 

 23 Karen Hoffman & Dennis Rhoads 

 24 Andrew Brensinger, Matthew Miller 

 25 Chase Essig & Ed Kirner 

 26 Ken Berger, Jr., Brenda Huggins & 

 Laura Snyder 

 27 Duane Miller 

 30 Eric Henshaw & Adalynn Horan 
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April Anniversaries 

04/16 Ed & Carol Kirner 

  04/20  Dan & Kathy Kuser 

 

 

 

 

Words of Thanks….. 

Thank you all for your thoughts, prayers and 

cards during the passing of my husband Bob 

and also a special thank you to Pastor Gene for 

his care, concern and visits.  It was very much 

appreciated.  Sandy Schaffer. 

 

The Rothermel Family wishes to thank everyone 

for their prayers for Matt and Michael.  Matt 

has some restrictions but is recovering from his 

open heart surgery.  Michael has had 4         

surgeries to his dislocated compound fracture of 

right foot with shattered heel.  The 5th surgery 

was cancelled because the bones healed in 

alignment, much to the doctors surprise.  He 

started rehab in hopes he won’t need more   

surgery.   

I believe in the power of prayer.   

Thank you, Carol Rothermel 

 



 

The following devotion was used to open the Church Council Meeting in March, was submitted by         

Kathy Farrington.…    

 

We’re here to meet with You, Lord -  

To read the Bible and pray. 

Open our hearts to receive 

all that You want to say. 

 

As we seek just now to focus 

upon each verse—each phrase, 

open our eyes to see clearly 

reveal to us Your ways. 

 

We need Your Holy Spirit 

to guide us as we learn. 

Open our minds to understand - 

so Your word we will discern. 

 

As we take time to meditate 

on truth you’d have us obey, 

open our ears to listen 

as you remind us through the day. 

 

And when we close our meeting, Lord, 

may we keep this purpose in view: 

To reflect more of Your love to others, 

and to walk ever closer to you! 

 

Let Us Pray… 

God, 

You bring your people together by the inspiring work of your Holy Sprit.  Grant that we may hear, see and 

know that the beauty in our diversity is only matched by the unity we share in our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen        
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                                  Worship Assistants for April, 2024 

  Assisting   

Minister 

Ushers Server Lector Acolyte 

April 7th Jennifer     

MacDonald 

Dan Ritter* 

Bob McElwee 

Linda Ritter Laura 

Moser 

Diane 

McElwee 

April 14th  Sharon Renninger* 

Oscar Smith 

 Diane  

McElwee 

Mark 

Sheetz 

April 21st Diane          

McElwee 

Dan Kuser* 

Bill Eddinger 

Sheila         

Eddinger 

Sharon 

Kemp 

Erika 

Zaiser 

April 28th  Cathy Yoder* 

Janice Sheetz 

 Sheila     

Eddinger 

Jennifer 

MacDonald 

Above is the Worship Assistant Schedule for April.   

 

Look on the schedule for your name and mark it on your calendar.  If  there is a conflict, 

please find a replacement and notify the church office 610-369-1281 by the Tuesday prior to 

that Sunday so that the correct name may be put in the bulletin. 

 

† Ushers are asked to arrive in the Narthex one-half hour before the service. 

 

Acolytes and Crucifers are asked to arrive twenty minutes before the start of the service in 

order to robe prior to the prelude. If there is a conflict, please find a replacement or contact 

Pastor Zaiser. 

 

Thank you to everyone that serves our congregation in this way!  Anyone interested in 

serving in this way may contact Pastor Zaiser or the person in charge of the duty. 
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WORSHIP SPONSORS 

You may sponsor altar flowers, cost is $32.00 for 1 bouquet or $64.00 for 2 bouquets. (If you wish to    

sponsor an extra bouquet of flowers for a date that is already taken, you may do so for an additional 

cost $40.00.) If interested please see Mary Snyder.  You may also sponsor the bulletins for $15.00 per week, 

this helps offset the cost of printing them.  When sponsoring flowers, please use a flower envelope found in 

the rack in the narthex or clearly mark the envelope “Flowers”.  If you sponsored flowers in the past but 

no longer wish to, please let Mary Snyder (610-473-8885) or the church office know.  

 FLOWERS BULLETINS 

April 7th To the glory of God by Mrs. Cathy Yoder, in 

Memory of her Husband Dennis Yoder and also 

by Mrs. Louise Wolfgang, in Memory of her   

Husband Robert Wolfgang. 

To the glory of God by Gerard Bryce, in 

Memory of Wife, Carolyn Bryce. 

April 14th To the glory of God by Ms. Elizabeth Anderson, 

in Memory of her Brother William C. Anderson, 

Jr. 

To the glory of God by Bill & Sheila            

Eddinger, in Honor of Trinity’s volunteers. 

April 21st To the glory of God by Mrs. Dorothy Romig, in 

Memory of her Husband, Marcus Romig 

To the glory of God by Louise Wolfgang, in 

Memory of Ruth & Roger Yoder. 

April 28th To the glory of God by Mrs. Lorna Shaner, in 

Memory of her Husband Terry Shaner and also by 

Mr. Gerard Bryce, in Memory of his Wife Carol’s 

Birthday. 
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                                                         SIMPLY GIVING 

 

 Save time, simplify your life, and support your church!  We’re keeping up with the times by offering our        

parishioners another way to help our ministry.  Our Electronic Giving Program called Simply Giving is an automated  

program that will allow you to make contributions without having to lift a pen to write a check or reach into your wallet 

for cash!  And, this method of giving also saves our “counting team” time and trouble every week to open envelopes. 

Here is how it works: 

 You authorize a specified amount of money to be electronically transferred directly from your checking or     

savings account to the Church account.  You also specify the frequency of the transfer. 

 It is fast, safe and easy!  In fact, it is less risky than checks, as it cannot be lost or stolen, or destroyed.  The       

electronic transfer will cost you NOTHING and you save the cost of the check.  The Church will issue you a donation 

statement for your tax records, and your bank statements will provide you with a record of transfer as additional proof of 

your contributions.  Donations via electronic transfer can be made to our General Fund, Benevolence, and/or World     

Hunger and/or Building Maintenance. 

 Many members/families of Trinity are currently using Simply Giving. 

 You can change your amount or frequency with two weeks notice.  And, of course, you can cancel your               

authorization of transfer at any time by notifying the church office.  But we believe that once you have enjoyed the        

convenience and savings of this new program, you won’t want to go back to the old way of contributing to our church! 

 If you have any interest, or questions, or wish to try this program on a trial basis, call the church office, see    

Pastor Zaiser or call Kurt Yescavage at 610-493-2100. 

Trinity Gift Card Program  

 

Orders will be taken before and after the church service the first Sunday of the month and will be       
distributed at church the second Sunday of the month. Order forms for Redners, Giant, and Scrip will be 
available at church and the Scrip order form is also found on Trinity’s website. Please note: Weis                 
Markets cards ($25, $100) can be ordered through Scrip for those who physically shop at the store. Weis 
cards cannot be used for online orders.  We apologize for any inconvenience.  

 

Payment must be submitted with your order; checks should be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church. Be sure 
to include your phone number on your order form.  

 

 

 



                                                        

Military Address List 

(If you have a Loved One in the Military and they are not listed here, please contact the 

Church Office, to be included with this listing.  Thank You.) 

 

Eli Abner        Benjamin Dirsa 

980 Towamensing Rd.      c/o Albert Dirsa 

Lehighton, PA 18235      662 Huffs Church Road 

(Son-In-Law of Will & Michele Carpenter)   Alburtis, PA 18011 

                                                                                           (Ruth & Marty Weiser’s Niece’s 

         Son) 

 

 

Christopher Heffner      Jory Huie 

316 Merin Height Road      Haager Str. 46 92676 

Jacksonville, NC  28546      Eschenbach in der Oberfalz 

(Eileen Heffner’s Nephew)     Bavaria, Germany 

         (Linda Heimbach’s request) 

 

 

Jeffrey A.  Lydic       BillyRay Pearce, Jr.  

22128 Riverbend Dr. W.      c/o 122 Cobblestone Drive 

Watertown, NY 13601      Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

(Nadine Lydic’s Son) 
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MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET  

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH 

MARIAN GEHMAN, VENTRILOQUIST 
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The Community Clothing Rack 

Schedule 

 

1st Wednesday 

Donations Accepted 

 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays  

Shoppers Welcome 

 

2nd Thursday 

Shoppers Welcome 

6:00PM-8:00PM 

 

5th Wednesday 

CLOSED 

 

Hours 

1:00PM-4:00PM 

 

Summer Hours Only 

June-August 

9:00AM-12:00PM 

 

Closed on all major holidays. 

In the case of inclement weather, 

Refer to Boyertown Area School district closure. 

CCR is a ministry of St. Luke Lutheran Church 

Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by providing 

necessary clothing to the underserved. 
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