Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church

May 10, 2026
6th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day



Good Morning and welcome! We invite you to worship with us often, and ask if
you need any assistance! If you are visiting us today, please sign the Guest Register
in the Narthex, please include your address and phone number. Please place your
offering envelope in the plate in the Narthex. Thank You!

Remember in your prayers:

Lynn Wolfgang, Oscar & Angie Smith, Erika Zaiser, Betty Moore, Kathy
Gamler, Bill Brensinger, Becky Yescavage, Kathy Sell, Donna Day, Elaine
Dotterer, Ralph Rothenberger, Anna Spencer, RuthAnn Goode, Pete
Schmoyer, Mary Snyder, Linda Bewley, Mike Wyda, Marcia Auge, Millie
Merkel, Ashley Essig, Vicki Mest, Mark Yarnall, Heather Johnson and Ruth
Weiser.

Friends & Family:

Michelle Hiriak, Linda Stark, Joyce Kemp, Linda Gilbert, Tanner Antalosky,
Betty Moyer, LeeAnn Price, Clayton Smith, Dennis Weller, David Panetta,
Mel Harrington and Joyce Davidheiser.

Families Of:
Naomi Bryson and Helene Kushnir.

Also members, relatives and friends in the community who are
serving in the military including:

Christopher Heffner, BillyRay Pearce, Jr., Noah Heydt, Ben Rhode,
Steven Herbst, David Crews, Jeff Lydic, Seth Kurtz and Clinton Bowen.

Our sister congregation, the Marienkirche in Borna, Germany.
(Website: Kirche-bornaer-land.de)

Please note: Names of friends and family will be kept on the bulletin prayer list
for one month. If still in need of prayers, these names will then appear in the
newsletter prayer list. Names on the friends and family list will normally be kept
on the newsletter prayer list for one year. If you wish for names to remain
longer, please speak to Pastor Gene, Linda Ritter, or contact the Church Office.
Thank you for helping us keep the prayer list current!

Today’s Worship Assistants:

Ushers: Cathy Yoder* & Sharon Renninger
Lector: Janice Sheetz
Acolyte: Mark Sheetz



May 10, 2026
6th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day

May God bless you with a beautiful Mother's Day!

The Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God
by Mr. Randy Kehl, in Memory of Susan Kehl and
Martha Kehl.

The Bulletins are presented to the glory of God by
Mrs. Kathy Murphy, in Loving Memory of her Father
Steward R. Schaeffer.

The Eternal Flame Candle is presented to the glory
of God by Dan & Kathy Kuser, in Memory of Alice
Weller.

° (those who are able may stand)

Prelude “Perpetual Motion”
C. Weber

Announcements and Concerns

® Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

Cc we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to
die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
e Processional Hymn LBW# 522
“Come, Thou, Almighty King”
Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

Cc And also with you.
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e Hymn of Praise
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. Prayer of the Day
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P The lTord be  with  youw ® And al - so with you.

P Letus Pray ...

C Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god”
whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with
Justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

2 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. = For as I went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. ** The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, ** nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. *° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, ?” so that they would search for God and perhaps
fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one
of us. ®* For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of
your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

¥ «Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. ** While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, *' because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”



PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20

¥ Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of ! praise be heard.
 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our ' feet to slip.
Y For you, O God, have ' tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
"You brought us in- ' to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- ''on our backs.
2You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place ' of refreshment.
T will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay ' you my vows—
" those that I promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I' was in trouble.
5T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the ' smoke of rams;
I will give you ox- ' en and goats.
16 Come and listen, all you ' who believe,
and I will tell you what God has ' done for me.
71 called out to God ' with my mouth,
and praised the Lord ' with my tongue.
"If I had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would ' not have heard me;
“but in truth ' God has heard me
and has attended to the sound ' of my prayer.
2 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing ' love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with
what is right.

" Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? '* But even if
you do suffer for doing what is risght, you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, '* but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you, ' yet do it with gentleness and respect.
Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '’ For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for
doing evil. '® For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but
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made alive in the sp1r1t ? in which also he went and made a proclamation to
the spirits in prison, 2’ who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight lives, were saved through water. ' And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 2 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience
to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.
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Presentation of the Gospel by Heart

[Jesus said to the dlsc1ples 1 " “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '® And T will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. '’ This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

'8 <[ will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. '* In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will
live. * On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I
in you. *' They who have my commandments and keep them are those who
love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them.”



P The Gospel of the Lord.
. Praise to you, o Christ.
Men’s Choir Anthem “The Little Brown Church”
W. Pitts
Sermon
¢ Hymn of the Day LBW# 475

“Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

. Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of

the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the

Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

e The Prayer Of The Church

P Let us pray for the whole people of God, in
Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.

A brief silence.

After each portion of prayers:
P Lord, in your mercy.

C hear our prayer

The prayers conclude:

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

(o] Amen
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. The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

. Our Mission Statement
P People of Trinity, what is our mission?
C We shall, as individuals and as a congregation,

strive through word, worship, and witness to further
the kingdom of God by knowing and sharing Christ'’s
love in our hearts, in our homes, in His church, in
the community, and in the world.

. Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.

C Amen, Amen, Amen.
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¢ Recessional Hymn LBW# 143
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

Postlude “Triumphal March”
E. Grieg

Reprinted from Sounds & Seasons, copyright 2026
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A Special Thank You to the Men’s Choir for sharing their talents with us
this morning.

A Special Thank You to all who attended the Mother/Daughter Banquet, it
was a wonderful evening! A HUGE THANK YOU Brian Blymiller, our
chef and his kitchen helpers. Howard Shafer and Dennis Schaeffer for
setting up all and to all who helped clean up. Also Thank You to

Maddy Wyda for making the table centerpieces and to Waynette Shafer for
making the favors, and also to Diane McElwee and her committee for
organizing this event. THANKS TO ALL OF YOU, IT WAS A HUGE
SUCCESS!

Pastor Zaiser will be hosting an evening Bible study on Wednesday
evenings until June 3", 7-8:30PM, in the parlor. The subject will be the
Gospel of John.

Trinity Hoagies: “Hoagie Fundraiser” for the General Fund. 8” hoagies from
Maurizio’s Pizza (formerly Pappa Bernards) cost $8.00. The hoagies will be
ham, Italian and turkey (onion, no onion). There is a sign up sheet posted on the
bulletin board. Orders are due TODAY, Sunday, May 10th and pick up on
Friday, May 15th — 11:00AM-11:30AM. Please make checks payable to
Dennis Schaeffer. Any questions, please see Dennis Schaeffer. Thank You
for your support. Thank you also to Dennis Schaeffer for organizing this
fundraiser.

Free Will Offerings will be received the 3rd Sunday of every month. The next
Free Will Offering will be Sunday, May 17th for geraniums for Pentecost.
Thank you for your support.

The deadline for the June Newsletter is Sunday, May 17th, please
submit your information to Karen in the church office.

Prayer Listing: If you wish to make any changes to the Prayer List for the June
Newsletter, please see Linda Ritter, Pastor Gene or contact the church office.

There will be a new member group meeting on Sunday mornings, May 17"-
31%, 9:15AM in the pastor’s office. If you are interested in joining Trinity,
please speak to Pastor Gene.

We will return to our Summer Worship Schedule on Sunday, June 7th,
worship will be at 9AM, there will be no Contemporary Worship Service or
Sunday School during June, July & August. We will return to our regular
schedule on Sunday, September 6th.

Graduate Recognition Sunday will be held on June 7th. Please contact the
church office and let us know of any members, friends, or loved ones who are
graduating from high school, college, graduate school, basic training or any
other academic or career training program.
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The Summer Music Schedule Sign Up Sheet is now posted on the bulletin
board in the Narthex, if you would like to sing or play an instrument. Please
sign up.

Trinity Night at the Reading Phillies Game, Saturday, August 29th.
Tickets $43.00 includes the “All You Can Eat Buffet” Game Time
6:45PM, Gates Open 4:45PM. There is a sign up sheet posted on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. For more information, please see Dennis
Schaeffer. PLEASE NOTE: THIS STADIUM IS CASHLESS.

You may sponsor Altar Flowers, the cost of the flowers has increased for
(1) vase $34.00 and (2) vases $68.00, please contact Mary Snyder. If you
wish to sponsor flowers and that date is not available, you can always
sponsor an extra bouquet of flowers for $40.00. When sponsoring
flowers, please use a flower envelope found in the rack in the narthex or
clearly mark the envelope “Flowers”. If you sponsored flowers in the past but
no longer wish to, please let Mary Snyder 610-473-8885 or the church office
know. If you wish to sponsor the bulletins, the cost is $15.00 to offset the cost
of printing.

Trinity's Gift Card Program - Gift card orders are accepted before and after
the church service the first Sunday of each month and distributed the second
Sunday. Order forms for Redners, Giant and Raise Right (for other retail gift
cards) are available in the narthex. The Raise Right order form is also
available for download on Trinity's website. Payment must be submitted with
your order. Please make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran Church and
include your phone number on your order form. If you have any questions
regarding this fund raising program please see Sharon Kemp, Kathy Kuser or
Kurt Yescavage.

WAWA Hoagie Coupons, please see Kathy Kuser. There are only a short
supply of coupons left, once they are gone, we are unable to receive more.
Coupons are also available in the church office Monday—Thursday, 9:00AM-
2:00PM. Coupons are $5.00. This project benefits the Social Ministry.

Need a ride? We have volunteers in the congregation who are willing to
provide transportation to medical appointments, etc., for those who can’t find
aride. Please contact Pastor Gene 610-322-0901 if you need a ride or would
like to volunteer as a driver.

Devotionals are available in the rack in the Narthex. If you enjoy the
devotionals, please make a donation to help offset the cost. Thank You.

Bibles are available in the rack in the Narthex for you to reference during
worship. You may also take home to reference, please return when you are
finished.
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HOSPITAL INPATIENT STAY: Please contact Pastor Gene if you are
admitted to the hospital and would like a visit, due to privacy laws, the
hospital no longer contacts the church.

Trinity’s events for the upcoming week:

Sunday, May 10th-Mother’s Day
9:15 Sunday School

10:30 Worship Service
Tuesday, May 12th- 7:00 Church Council Mtg.
Wednesday, May 13th- 6:30 TLC Stitchers
:00 Bible Study
:30 Sr. Choir Practice
:00 Hoagie Orders Pick Up
:00 Cont. Worship Service
:15 Sunday School

New Members Class

10:30 Worship Service

Thursday, May 14th-
Friday, May 15th- 1
Sunday, May 17th-

© 0~ o I

Next Week’s Worship Assistants
Sunday, May 17th:

Ushers: Linda Brunner* & Karen Irey
Lector: Laura Moser
Acolyte: Diane McElwee
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LAST WEEK’S STATISTICS:

05/03/2026
Attendance Offerings
Worship/S.S. General Hunger Scrip
64/15 $2,151.00 $10.00 $10,400.00

Benevolence Bldg. Maint.
$50.00 $115.00

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE

STATISTICS:
Attendance Offerings
Worship General Hunger
19 $1,115.0 0

Benevolence Bldg. Maint.
0 $100.00

Total Attendance Total Offering
83 $3,266.00




17

Turn everyday shopping
into fundraising dollars

@ RaiseRight.

Simply the right way to fundraise

Earn up to 15% on birthday gifts,
graduation gifts, dinner out and
dinner in!

Give the gift that gives back

If you need a birthday present, Valentine’s Day gift, date night
dinner and a movie, or groceries for dinner at home,
gift cards are always a great choice -
whether you shop using gift cards or give them as gifts.
It's even more thoughtful because you’re giving back to Trinity.

amazon KOHLS Walmart = © cARRABBAg

llllllllllll

TARGET

il Wiia VISA

GIANT [Jreoner's EED
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Monthly Free-will Offerings 2026

A free-will offering is scheduled for the third Sunday of each
month. They are as follows:

May 17 — geraniums for Pentecost
June 21 — Save the Children
July 19 — Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes

August 16 — American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention

September 20 — Boyertown Area Multi Service
October 18 — Eastern Berks Fire Dept.
November 15 — Elf Bags (Multi-Service)
December — No free-will offering. Thank you for

supporting the various Christmas giving
opportunities.

Thank you for your contributions to these special
causes!
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The Community Clothing Rack
Schedule

1st Wednesday
Donations Accepted

2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays
Shoppers Welcome

2nd Thursday
Shoppers Welcome
6:00PM-8:00PM

Sth Wednesday
CLOSED

Hours
1:00PM-4:00PM

Summer Hours Only
June-August
9:00AM-12:00PM

Closed on all major holidays.
In the case of inclement weather,

Refer to Boyertown Area School district closure.
CCR is a ministry of St. Luke Lutheran Church
Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by providing
necessary clothing to the underserved.

www.StLukeGilbertsville.org



Readings for Personal Devotion

Deuteronomy 5:22-33
Deuteronomy 31:1-13
Acts 17:32-18:11
Acts 1:1-11

John 8:21-30 Jesus
Psalm 93

Pmdg-g

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church

The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Zaiser, DMin.,
Pastor
Ms. LaRue Sheetz, Director of Music
Mrs. Karen J. Smith, Parish Secretary
Mrs. Catherine M. Yoder, Sexton
The Members of this Congregation are
its Ministers

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
(Or by Appointment)

1749 South Main Street, Bechtelsville, PA
19505
610-369-1281

Church Office E-Mail:
trinitybech@outlook.com

Pastor Zaiser’s E-Mail:
pastorzaiser@outlook.com

Website: www.trinitybech.com
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Tine: Swedish folk tune

Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove
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| Come,gra - ciousSpir - it, heavn - Iy dove, With light  and
2 The light  of truth to us dis-play  And make us
3 Lead us to Christ,  the liv - ing way, Nor let us
4 Lead us to heav'n,  that we may share  Full - ness of
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com - fort from a-bove.  Come, be our guard - ian
know  and choose your way; Plant ho - ly fear in
» from  his pas - turesstray;  Lead us to ho - -
joy ~ for-ev - er there; Lead us to  our e -
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and  ourguide;  O'er ev - ’ry thought and step  pre - side.
ev. - ry heat,  That we  from God  may neler de- part.
ness,  the road That we  must take to dwell with God.
ter - nal rest, To be with God  for-ev - er blest
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Text: Sinon Browne, 1650-1732, alt i WAREIAM

Tune: Williom Knapp, 1695-1768 LM
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1 Now all the vault of heav'n re-sounds In praise of love that
2 E - ter-nal is the gift he brings, There - fore our heart with
3 Oh, fill wus, Lord, with daunt-less love; Set heart and will on
4 A - dor-ing prais-es now we bring And with the heav'n-ly
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still  a- bounds: “Christ has  tri - umphed! He is liv - ing”
rap-ture sings: “Christ has  tri - umphed! He is liv - ing” = Jk
thingsa - bove That we con - quer throughyour tri - umph; ‘:
bless-ed  sing: “Christ has  tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ia” ;,‘.
e P : 1
Yo * g = =18 2
P ==3=E= 3
I 1 g I '
il 4
0 | (LA , | b
I 4 ! i T o T [ E
LN s e i — — t
O T T il
Sing,  choirs of an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song
Now  still he comes to gve us life And by his pres-
Grant  grace suf - fi - cient for life’s day That by our lives
Be to the Fa-ther, and our Lord, To Spir - it blest,
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of glo-ry here “Christ has  tri - umphed! Christ has  tri-umphed!”
encestills all  strife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
we tru- ly say: Christ has  tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
most ho - ly  God, Al the glo - ry, nev-er end- ing
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-l - 1a, al - le - lu - ia!
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© Text: Paul Z Strodack, 1876-1947, aly LASST UNS ERFRELEN
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koin, 1623 888 888 and allelusas

Good Christian Friends,
- Rejoice and Sing/

I Good Chris - tian friends, re - Joice and  sing!
2 The Lord of life is risn  this day;
3 Praise we  in somgs  of vic - fo - Iy

4 Your name we bless, O s - en Lord,

Now s the
Bring flow'rs  of
That love, that
And  sing  to-

tri - umph of our
song to strew his way; Let all the world
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King!  To all the world glad news we  bring:

re - joice and  say:

life which can - not die, And sing with hearts up - ift - ed high:
day with one ac - cord, The life laid down, the life re - stored:

al - le - Ju-ia!
|

AL il A Alingron, 1872-1955, al
" Vidpiue, ¢. 1570-1615
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888 and allelusas
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