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Good Morning and welcome! We invite you to worship with us often, and ask 
if you need any assistance!  If you are visiting us today, please sign the Guest 
Register in the Narthex, please include your address and phone number.  
Please place your offering envelope in the plate in the Narthex.  Thank You. 
 
Remember in your prayers:   
Lynn Wolfgang, Oscar & Angie Smith, Erika Zaiser, Betty Moore, Kathy 
Gamler, Bill Brensinger, Becky Yescavage, Kathy Sell, Donna Day, Elaine 
Dotterer, Anna Spencer, RuthAnn Goode, Pete Schmoyer, Linda Bewley, 
Marcia Auge, Vicki Mest, Greg Mest, Howard & Waynette Shafer, Nadine 
Lydic and Clair Burkhart. 
 
Friends & Family:  
Michelle Hiriak, Linda Stark, Joyce Kemp, Linda Gilbert, Tracey Knox, 
LeeAnn Prince, Monica Gilbert, David & Diane Stauffer, John Durkin, 
David Lynam, Anna Bechtel, Steve Smith and Judy Moser. 
 
Families Of: 
Joan Good-Saylor, Tim Groves, Tanner Antalosky, Franklin Adam and 
Rev. Dr. Richard O’Hara. 
 
Also members, relatives and friends in the community who are             
serving in the military including:  
Christopher Heffner, Noah Heydt, Ben Rhode, Steven Herbst, David 
Crews, Jeff Lydic and Seth Kurtz.  
Our sister congregation, the Marienkirche in Borna, Germany. 
(Website:  Kirche-bornaer-land.de) 
 
Please note:  Names of friends and family will be kept on the bulletin prayer 
list for one month.  If still in need of prayers, these names will then appear in 
the newsletter prayer list.  Names on the friends and family list will normally 
be kept on the newsletter prayer list for one year.  If you wish for names to 
remain longer, please speak to Pastor Gene, Linda Ritter, or contact the 
Church Office.  Thank you for helping us keep the prayer list current! 
 
Today we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We invite everyone to 
the Lord’s table who recognizes Christ’s presence in His holy sacrament.  We will 
be communing using the continuous method this morning.  When the time comes, 
the usher will direct you forward-simply receive the bread from the Pastor and 
move to the side to the communion server to receive the wine (or grape juice).  
When you have received both elements, please return to your seat by the side aisle. 
                           

  Today’s Worship Assistants: 

Assisting Minister:  Vicki Mest 

Server: Linda Ritter 

Ushers: Randy Kehl* & Linda Brunner 

Lector: Maddy Wyda 

Acolyte: Diane McElwee 
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August 23, 2026  

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

                 

The Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of 

God, by Mrs. Martha Beekman, in Memory of Loved 

Ones and also by Mark & Sandy Yarnall to the Glory 

& Honor of God. 

 

The Bulletins — No Sponsor 

 

The Eternal Flame Candle is presented to the glory 

of God by Kay McGowan, in Memory of Michael  

McGowan and My Parents. 

                                                 

•   (those who are able may stand)  

 

Prelude                         “We Remember You” 

                                       L. Larson 

 

Announcements and Concerns 

 

             

● Confession and Forgiveness 
  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

 

C Amen                                        
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

                            

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

                                                     

P Most merciful God, 

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen 

                         

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his 

Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C  Amen 

 

•   Processional Hymn                  LBW# 368 

                  “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” 

 

•   Greeting 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 

C And also with you. 
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• Kyrie  
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• Hymn of Praise 
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• Prayer of the Day 

P    Let  us  Pray ...  

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so 

now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never 

end.  

 
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me,                                                                         

 

C O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the 
body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
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  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended.  
 
 

PSALM:   Psalm 138 
 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart; 
before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
  2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your 
 name, because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
   for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all 
 things. 
3 When I called, you | answered me; 
you increased my | strength within me. 
  4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 
   when they have heard the words | of your mouth.  
5 They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, 
that great is the glory | of the Lord. 
  6 The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
   perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 
right | hand shall save me. 
  8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
   O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon 
 the works | of your hands.  
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SECOND READING:   Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we 
live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers 
different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to 
build up the body of Christ.  
 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s    
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  
 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober            
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have 
the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and          
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in            
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the            
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a 

church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.  

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter 
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Presentation of the Gospel by Heart 
 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18

 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
  
P     The Gospel of the Lord.   

Special Selection by The Bell Choir 

                        “Old Time Religion Medley” 

 

Sermon 

 

                            

• Hymn of the Day            LBW# 369 

              “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 

 

• Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 
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On the third day he rose again.                                 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

 the right hand of the Father. He will come  

 again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church,                    

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

                        

                        

• The Prayer of the Church 
 

P   Let us pray for the whole people of God, in 

Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. 

                         

 A brief silence.  

 

After each portion of prayers: 

 

P Lord, in your mercy. 

 

C hear our prayer 

 

  

 

The prayers conclude: 

 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C Amen 

 

 

• Sharing of the Peace 

 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: And also with you.   
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• The Great Thanksgiving                            

• The Proper Preface 
 

P   It is indeed right and salutary… 

(Here the minister continues with the preface  

appropriate to the day or season,              

concluding  ...we praise your name and join their      

unending hymn:  
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• Eucharistic Prayer 

 
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your 

 only Son, that all those who believe in him 

 should not perish, but have eternal life.  

 We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

 have  prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

 that we may receive our Lord with a living 

 faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

                                                                       

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given  

     for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

 thanks, and gave it for all to drink,    

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

 blood, shed for you and for all people for 

 the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.    

 

                                           

                                                                                                   

• The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

 name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

 the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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Communion 

 

 

Communion Hymn                           LBW# 293 

           “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

 

• Post-communion Blessing 
 

P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 

C   Amen 
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• Post-communion Canticle    

• Post-communion Prayer 
 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty  

     God, that you have refreshed us through  

     the healing power of this gift of life;  

     and we pray that in your mercy you would  

     strengthen us through this gift, in faith  

     toward you and fervent love toward one  

     another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our  

 Lord. 

 

C Amen 

 

          

•  Our Mission Statement 

 

P People of Trinity, what is our mission? 

 

C We shall, as individuals and as a          

congregation, strive through word, worship, and  

witness to further the kingdom of God by knowing 

and sharing Christ’s Love in our hearts, in our 

homes, in His church, in the community, and in the 

world.   
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• Benediction 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon 

you with favor and give you peace. 

 

C Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

 

• Recessional Hymn                       LBW# 500 

                   “Faith of Our Fathers” 

 

• Dismissal 

  

P   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude                             “Exaltation” 

                                       R. Hughes 

 
                           
 

Reprinted from Sundays & Seasons 2026 
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A Special Thank You to the Bell Choir for sharing their talents with 
us this  morning. 
 
Congratulations & God’s Blessings to Cory & Jen Fox, upon the birth 
of their son Jackson Robert Fox, born on August 17, 2026, 6 lbs., 2 oz.  
Jackson is also the grandson of Lisa Fox. 
 
We are currently on our Summer Worship Schedule, worship will be 
at 9AM, there will be no Contemporary Worship Service or Sunday 
School during August.  We will return to our regular schedule on 
Sunday, September 6th. 
 
Trinity Night at the Reading Phillies Game, Saturday, August 29th.            
Tickets $43.00 includes the “All You Can Eat Buffet” Game Time 
6:45PM, Gates Open 4:45PM.  There is a sign up sheet posted on the             
bulletin board in the Narthex.  For more information, please see             
Dennis Schaeffer.  PLEASE NOTE:  THIS STADIUM IS                
CASHLESS. 
 
The Boyertown Area Alumni Marching Unit will be hosting and            
Honoring First Responders and in honor of the 25th Anniversary of 
September 11th on Friday, September 11th, at the Boyertown Middle 
School West, 7:00PM-9:00PM.  Featuring:  Boyertown Area High 
School & Middle School East & West Show Choirs.  There will be a 
Free Will offering at the door. 
 
Trinity Hoagies:  “Hoagie Fundraiser” for the General Fund. 8” hoagies 
from Maurizio’s Pizza (formerly Pappa Bernards) cost $8.00.  The      
hoagies will be ham, Italian and turkey (onion, no onion).  There is a sign 
up sheet posted on the bulletin board. Orders are due by Sunday,     
September 13th and pick up will be Friday, September 18th— 
11:00AM-11:30AM.  Please make checks payable to Dennis Schaeffer.  
Any questions, please see Dennis Schaeffer.  Thank You for your support.  
Thank you also to Dennis Schaeffer for organizing this fundraiser. 
 
Free Will Offerings will be received the 3rd Sunday of every month, the 
next Free Will Offering will be Sunday, September 20th for The            
Boyertown Area Multi-Service. Thank you for your support. 
 
Mark your calendars: 

• Basket Party, Saturday, September 26th.  Doors Open at 9:00AM, 
Drawing Begins at 10:30AM, tickets $20.00 will be available soon.   

• Annual Fall Craft Show/Book Fair, Saturday, October 17th.  
Looking for Crafters and will  be accepting donations of used 
books in September.  If you would like to participate, please see 
Cathy Yoder or contact the church office.  Registration forms are 
on the table in the Narthex. 
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Coffee Hour will resume in September on non-communion Sundays, 
please volunteer to host Coffee Hour in order for this time of                
fellowship to continue.  There is a Sign Up Sheet is posted on the          
bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 
The Christmas Cantata is Sunday, December 13th and the Snow Date 
Encore Presentation will be Sunday, January 3rd at 3PM.  If you 
would like to sponsor the cantata, please see Jenn McCarron. 
 
You may sponsor Altar Flowers, the cost of the flowers has                     
increased for (1) vase $34.00 and (2) vases $68.00, please contact Mary 
Snyder.  If you wish to sponsor flowers and that date is not available, 
you can always sponsor an extra bouquet of flowers for $40.00.   When 
sponsoring flowers, please use a flower envelope found in the rack in the 
narthex or clearly mark the envelope “Flowers”.  If you sponsored flowers 
in the past but no longer wish to, please let Mary Snyder 610-473-8885 or 
the church office know.  If you wish to sponsor the bulletins, the cost is 
$15.00 to offset the cost of printing. 
 
Trinity's Gift Card Program - Orders will be taken before and after 
the church service the first Sunday of the month and will be                   
distributed at church the second Sunday of the month. Order forms for 
Redners, Giant, and Scrip will be available at church and the Scrip order 
form is also found on Trinity’s website. Please note: Weis Markets cards 
($25, $100) can be ordered through Scrip for those who physically shop at 
the store. Weis cards cannot be used for online orders.   KOHL'S GIFT 
CARDS CANNOT BE USED TO PAY YOUR KOHL'S CHARGE. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.  Payment must be submitted with 
your order; checks should be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church. Be 
sure to include your phone number on your order form. 
 
HOSPITAL INPATIENT STAY:  Please contact Pastor Gene if you are 
admitted to the hospital and would like a visit, due to privacy laws, the 
hospital no longer contacts the church.   
 
Need a ride?  We have volunteers in the congregation who are willing to 
provide transportation to medical appointments, etc., for those who can’t 
find a ride.  Please contact Pastor Gene 610-322-0901 if you need a ride or 
would like to volunteer as a driver. 
 
Devotionals are available in the rack in the Narthex.  If you enjoy the            
devotionals, please make a donation to help offset the cost.  Thank You. 
 
Bibles are available in the rack in the Narthex for you to reference          
during worship.  You may also take home to reference, please return when 
you are finished.  
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Trinity’s events for the upcoming week: 

 

Sunday, August 23rd-   9:00 Worship Service 

                            w/Communion 

Wednesday, August 26th-6:30 TLC Stitchers 

Sunday, August 30th—   9:00 Worship Service 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship Assistants: 

Sunday, August 30th: 

 

Ushers: Sharon Renninger* & Mardell Blanford 

Lector: Sheila Eddinger 

Acolyte: Uta Hahn 

 

 

 

 
LAST WEEK’S STATISTICS:  

08/16/2026 

 

  Attendance        Offerings  

        Worship       General     Hunger  

          56          $2,249.00   $65.00 

           

                      Benevolence Bldg. Maint.   

                          0       $45.00  

 

    Scrip   

                      $650.00                    
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A free-will offering is scheduled for the third Sunday of 
each month. They are as follows: 
 
 September 20 – Boyertown Area Multi Service 
 
 October 18 – Eastern Berks Fire Dept. 
 
 November 15 – Elf Bags (Multi-Service) 
 

December – No free-will offering. Thank you for  
supporting the various Christmas giving                    
opportunities. 

 
 

Thank you for your contributions to these special            
causes! 
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The Community Clothing Rack 
Schedule 

 
1st Wednesday 

Donations Accepted 
 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays  
Shoppers Welcome 

 
2nd Thursday 

Shoppers Welcome 
6:00PM-8:00PM 

 
5th Wednesday 

CLOSED 
 

Hours 
1:00PM-4:00PM 

 
Summer Hours Only 

June-August 
9:00AM-12:00PM 

 
Closed on all major holidays. 

In the case of inclement weather, 
Refer to Boyertown Area School district closure. 
CCR is a ministry of St. Luke Lutheran Church 

Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by providing 
necessary clothing to the underserved. 

 
 

www.StLukeGilbertsville.org 



M 2 Kings 5:1-14   
T Isaiah 66:18-23  
W Matthew 8:1-13  
Th Acts 15:1-21   
F Romans 11:13-29  
Sa Psalm 87  

Readings for Personal Devotion 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 

 
The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Zaiser, DMin., 

Pastor 

 Mrs. Jennifer McCarron, Director of Music 

Mrs. Karen J. Smith, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Catherine M. Yoder, Sexton 

  The Members of this Congregation are its 

Ministers 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

(Or by Appointment) 

 

1749 South Main Street, Bechtelsville, PA  

19505 

610-369-1281 

 

Church Office E-Mail:   

trinitybech@outlook.com 

 

Pastor Zaiser’s E-Mail: 

pastorzaiser@outlook.com 

 

 Website:  www.trinitybech.com 




















