
Trinity Evangelical    
Lutheran Church 

 
September 6, 2026 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 



   1                     

Good Morning and welcome! We invite you to worship with us often, and ask 
if you need any assistance!  If you are visiting us today, please sign the Guest 
Register in the Narthex, please include your address and phone number.  
Please place your offering envelope in the plate in the Narthex.  Thank You. 
 
Remember in your prayers:   
Lynn Wolfgang, Oscar & Angie Smith, Erika Zaiser, Betty Moore, Kathy 
Gamler, Bill Brensinger, Becky Yescavage, Kathy Sell, Donna Day, Elaine 
Dotterer, Anna Spencer, RuthAnn Goode, Pete Schmoyer, Linda Bewley, 
Marcia Auge, Vicki Mest, Greg Mest, Nadine Lydic and Clair Burkhart. 
 
Friends & Family:  
Michelle Hiriak, Linda Stark, Joyce Kemp, Linda Gilbert, Tracey Knox, 
David Lynam, Anna Bechtel, Steve Smith, Judy Moser, Becky               
Rothenberger, Doris Glass and Jenn Riegner. 
 
Families Of: 
Tim Groves, Tanner Antalosky, Franklin Adam, Rev. Dr. Richard O’Hara, 
Gail Marasco, William Rohrbach and Charles Hoffman.  
 
Also members, relatives and friends in the community who are             
serving in the military including:  
Christopher Heffner, Noah Heydt, Ben Rhode, Steven Herbst, David 
Crews, Jeff Lydic and Seth Kurtz.  
 
Our sister congregation, the Marienkirche in Borna, Germany. 
(Website:  Kirche-bornaer-land.de) 
 
Please note:  Names of friends and family will be kept on the bulletin prayer 
list for one month.  If still in need of prayers, these names will then appear in 
the newsletter prayer list.  Names on the friends and family list will normally 
be kept on the newsletter prayer list for one year.  If you wish for names to 
remain longer, please speak to Pastor Gene, Linda Ritter, or contact the 
Church Office.  Thank you for helping us keep the prayer list current! 
 
Today we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  We invite everyone to 
the Lord’s table who recognizes Christ’s presence in His holy sacrament.  We will 
be communing using the continuous method this morning.  When the time comes, 
the usher will direct you forward-simply receive the bread from the Pastor and 
move to the side to the communion server to receive the wine (or grape juice).  
When you have received both elements, please return to your seat by the side aisle. 
                           

  Today’s Worship Assistants: 

 Assisting Minister:  Diane McElwee 

Server: Waynette Shafer 

Ushers: Howard Shafer* & Dennis Schaeffer 

Lector: Uta Hahn 

Acolyte: Erika Zaiser 



                                                               2 

                            

September 6, 2026  

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

                 

The Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of 

God by Pastor Gene & Erika Zaiser, in Honor of 

their Son Gene’s 29th Birthday and also by Mr. & 

Mrs. Terry Kemp, in Honor of their Wedding           

Anniversary. 

 

The Bulletins are presented to the glory of God by 

Bill & Sheila Eddinger, in Honor of All Educators. 

 

The Eternal Flame Candle is presented to the glory 

of God by Janice Sheetz, in Memory of Robert & 

Cynthia Eshbach and James Eshbach. 

                                                 

•   (those who are able may stand)  

 

Prelude — Harp Selections by Vicki Mest 

                            

 

Announcements and Concerns 

 

             

● Confession and Forgiveness 
  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

 

C Amen                                        
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

                            

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

                                                     

P Most merciful God, 

 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen 

                         

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his 

Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C  Amen 

 

•   Processional Hymn                  LBW# 558 

                     “Earth and All Stars” 

•   Greeting 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 

C And also with you. 
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• Kyrie  
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• Hymn of Praise 
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• Prayer of the Day 

P    Let  us  Pray … 
 

C O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your      
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far 
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 
 

 

FIRST READING:    Ezekiel 33:7-11  

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 

convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 

Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 

unnecessary.  

 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If 
I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, 
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 
you die, O house of Israel?  
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PSALM:   Psalm 119:33-40 
 
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
for that is | my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain.  
37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me.  
  
 
SECOND READING:   Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal 
of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live 
today in light of the future God has in store for us.  
 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk          
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its          
desires.  
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GOSPEL:   Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church 

as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 

against another.  

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew, the eighteenth chapter 

Presentation of the Gospel by Heart 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, 
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the         
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two 
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.”  
 
P     The Gospel of the Lord.     
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Special Flute & Harp Selection by Jenn McCarron & 

Vicki Mest “It Is Well Within My Soul” J. Stevens 

 

 

Sermon 

 

                          

• Hymn of the Day            WOV# 738 

                   “Healer of Every Ill” 

 

 

• Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

 the right hand of the Father. He will come  

 again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church,                    

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

                        

 

• The Prayer of the Church 
 

P   Let us pray for the whole people of God, in 

Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. 

                         

 A brief silence.    
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After each portion of prayers: 

 

P Lord, in your mercy. 

 

C hear our prayer 

 

  

 

The prayers conclude: 

 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C Amen 

 

 

• Sharing of the Peace 

 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: And also with you.   

 

                                                                                                        

• The Great Thanksgiving    
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• The Proper Preface 
 

P   It is indeed right and salutary… 

(Here the minister continues with the preface  

appropriate to the day or season,              

concluding  ...we praise your name and join their      

unending hymn:  

                      

• Eucharistic Prayer 

 
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your 

 only Son, that all those who believe in him 

 should not perish, but have eternal life.  

 We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

 have  prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

 that we may receive our Lord with a living 

 faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
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P In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given  

     for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

 thanks, and gave it for all to drink,    

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

 blood, shed for you and for all people for 

 the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.    

 

                                           

                                                                                                   

• The Lord’s Prayer (Sung by Congregation, see 

insert) 

 

 

 

 

                        

 



                        13 

 

Communion 

 

 

• Post-communion Blessing 
 

P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 

C   Amen 

 

           

• Post-communion Canticle    

• Post-communion Prayer 
 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty  

     God, that you have refreshed us through  

     the healing power of this gift of life;  

     and we pray that in your mercy you would  

     strengthen us through this gift, in faith  

     toward you and fervent love toward one  

     another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our  

 Lord. 

 

C Amen 
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• Our Mission Statement 

 

P People of Trinity, what is our mission? 

 

C We shall, as individuals and as a          

congregation, strive through word, worship, and  

witness to further the kingdom of God by knowing 

and sharing Christ’s Love in our hearts, in our 

homes, in His church, in the community, and in the 

world.   

                         

                                  

• Benediction 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you.  The Lord look upon 

you with favor and give you peace. 

 

C Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

 

• Recessional Hymn                       LBW# 559 

          “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 

• Dismissal 

  

P   Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude                              “Footprints” 

                                       B. Verhoye 

 
                           
 

Reprinted from Sundays & Seasons 2026 
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A Special Thank You to Jenn McCarron & Vicki Mest for sharing 
their talents with us this morning. 
 
Bible Study will resume on Wednesdays at 7 PM starting September 
9th. We’ll be studying the Gospel of John. 
 
The Boyertown Area Alumni Marching Unit will be hosting and            
Honoring First Responders and in honor of the 25th Anniversary of 
September 11th on Friday, September 11th, at the Boyertown Middle 
School West, 7:00PM-9:00PM.  Featuring:  Boyertown Area High 
School & Middle School East & West Show Choirs.  There will be a 
Free Will offering at the door. 
 
Harvest Home:  The celebration of Harvest Home will be Sunday,        

September 20th.  It is the time we celebrate God's Harvest. We will be   
collecting donations for Boyertown Area Multi-Service throughout           

September. Nonperishable items can be placed in the box in the Narthex.  

Please see the list of top pantry needs in this bulletin.  

Trinity Hoagies:  “Hoagie Fundraiser” for the General Fund. 8” hoagies 
from Maurizio’s Pizza (formerly Pappa Bernards) cost $8.00.  The hoagies 
will be ham, Italian and turkey (onion, no onion).  There is a sign up sheet 
posted on the bulletin board. Orders are due by Sunday, September 13th 
and pick up will be Friday, September 18th— 11:00AM-11:30AM.  
Please make checks payable to Dennis Schaeffer.  Any questions, please 
see Dennis Schaeffer.  Thank You for your support.  Thank you also to 
Dennis Schaeffer for organizing this fundraiser. 
 
Free Will Offerings will be received the 3rd Sunday of every month, the 
next Free Will Offering will be Sunday, September 20th for The            
Boyertown Area Multi-Service. Thank you for your support. 
 
The deadline for the October Newsletter is Sunday, September 20th, 
please submit your information to Karen in the Church Office. 
 
Prayer Listing:  If you would like to make any changes to the prayer list, 
please see Linda Ritter, Pastor Gene or contact the church office, in order 
for the change to be made in the October Newsletter. 
 
Mark your calendars: 
 

• Basket Party, Saturday, September 26th.  Doors Open at 9:00AM, 
Drawing Begins at 10:30AM, tickets $20.00, to purchase tickets, 
please see Mardell Blanford or stop in at the Church Office.    
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• Annual Fall Craft Show/Book Fair & Bake Sale, Saturday,        

October 17th.  Looking for Crafters and now will  be accepting 
donations of used books, please leave your books in the nursery .  
If you would like to participate, please see Cathy Yoder or contact 
the church office.  Registration forms are on the table in the          
Narthex. 

• Christmas Cantata is Sunday, December 13th and the Snow Date 
and Encore Presentation will be Sunday, January 3rd at 3PM.  If 
you would like to sponsor the cantata, please see Jenn McCarron. 

 
Coffee Hour will continue on non-communion Sundays, please         
volunteer to host Coffee Hour in order for this time of fellowship to 
continue.  There is a Sign Up Sheet is posted on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 
 
You may sponsor Altar Flowers, the cost of the flowers has                     
increased for (1) vase $34.00 and (2) vases $68.00, please contact Mary 
Snyder.  If you wish to sponsor flowers and that date is not available, 
you can always sponsor an extra bouquet of flowers for $40.00.   When 
sponsoring flowers, please use a flower envelope found in the rack in the 
narthex or clearly mark the envelope “Flowers”.  If you sponsored flowers 
in the past but no longer wish to, please let Mary Snyder 610-473-8885 or 
the church office know.  If you wish to sponsor the bulletins, the cost is 
$15.00 to offset the cost of printing. 
 
Trinity's Gift Card Program - Orders will be taken before and after 
the church service the first Sunday of the month and will be                   
distributed at church the second Sunday of the month. Order forms for 
Redners, Giant, and Scrip will be available at church and the Scrip order 
form is also found on Trinity’s website. Please note: Weis Markets cards 
($25, $100) can be ordered through Scrip for those who physically shop at 
the store. Weis cards cannot be used for online orders.   KOHL'S GIFT 
CARDS CANNOT BE USED TO PAY YOUR KOHL'S CHARGE. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.  Payment must be submitted with 
your order; checks should be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church. Be 
sure to include your phone number on your order form. 
 
HOSPITAL INPATIENT STAY:  Please contact Pastor Gene if you are 
admitted to the hospital and would like a visit, due to privacy laws, the 
hospital no longer contacts the church.   
 
Need a ride?  We have volunteers in the congregation who are willing to 
provide transportation to medical appointments, etc., for those who can’t 
find a ride.  Please contact Pastor Gene 610-322-0901 if you need a ride or 
would like to volunteer as a driver. 



                                                        17 
 
Devotionals are available in the rack in the Narthex.  If you enjoy the            
devotionals, please make a donation to help offset the cost.  Thank You. 
 
Bibles are available in the rack in the Narthex for you to reference          
during worship.  You may also take home to reference, please return 
when you are finished.  
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Trinity’s events for the upcoming week: 

 

Sunday, September 6th-   8:00 Cont. Worship Serv. 

                              w/Communion 

                         9:15 Sunday School 

                        10:30 Worship Service 

                              w/Communion 

Tuesday, September 8th-  7:00 Church Council Mtg. 

Wednesday, September 9th-6:30 TLC Stitchers 

                         7:00 Bible Study 

Thursday, September 10th-6:30 Sr. Choir Practice 

Sunday, September 13th-Hoagie Orders Due 

                         9:15 Sunday School 

                        10:30 Worship Service 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship Assistants: 

Sunday, September 13th: 

 

Ushers: Bob McElwee* & Kathy Kuser 

Lector: Sharon Renninger 

Acolyte: Uta Hahn 

 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S STATISTICS:  

08/30/2026 

 

  Attendance        Offerings  

        Worship       General     Hunger  

          50          $1,846.00   $65.00 

           

                      Benevolence Bldg. Maint.  

                      $30.00      $100.00 
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A free-will offering is scheduled for the third Sunday of 
each month. They are as follows: 
 
 September 20 – Boyertown Area Multi Service 
 
 October 18 – Eastern Berks Fire Dept. 
 
 November 15 – Elf Bags (Multi-Service) 
 

December – No free-will offering. Thank you for  
supporting the various Christmas giving                    
opportunities. 

 
 

Thank you for your contributions to these special            
causes! 
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The Community Clothing Rack 
Schedule 

 
1st Wednesday 

Donations Accepted 
 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays  
Shoppers Welcome 

 
2nd Thursday 

Shoppers Welcome 
6:00PM-8:00PM 

 
5th Wednesday 

CLOSED 
 

Hours 
1:00PM-4:00PM 

 
Summer Hours Only 

June-August 
9:00AM-12:00PM 

 
Closed on all major holidays. 

In the case of inclement weather, 
Refer to Boyertown Area School district closure. 
CCR is a ministry of St. Luke Lutheran Church 

Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by providing 
necessary clothing to the underserved. 

 
 

www.StLukeGilbertsville.org 



M 2 Samuel 11:2-26  
T 2 Samuel 11:27b-12:15  
W Matthew 12:22-32  
Th Jeremiah 17:5-18   
F Revelation 3:1-13  
Sa Psalm 17  

Readings for Personal Devotion 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 

 
The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Zaiser, DMin., 

Pastor 

 Mrs. Jennifer McCarron, Director of Music 

Mrs. Karen J. Smith, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Catherine M. Yoder, Sexton 

  The Members of this Congregation are its 

Ministers 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

(Or by Appointment) 

 

1749 South Main Street, Bechtelsville, PA  

19505 

610-369-1281 

 

Church Office E-Mail:   

trinitybech@outlook.com 

 

Pastor Zaiser’s E-Mail: 

pastorzaiser@outlook.com 

 

 Website:  www.trinitybech.com 


















