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September 27, 2026
18th Sunday after Pentecost
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Good Morning and Welcome! We invite you to worship with us often,
and ask if you need any assistance! If you are visiting us today, please
sign the Guest Register in the Narthex, please include your address and
phone number. Please place your offering envelope in the plate in the
Narthex. Thank You!

Remember in your prayers:

Lynn Wolfgang, Oscar & Angie Smith, Erika Zaiser, Betty Moore, Kathy
Gamler, Bill Brensinger, Becky Yescavage, Kathy Sell, Donna Day, Elaine
Dotterer, Anna Spencer, RuthAnn Goode, Pete Schmoyer, Linda Bewley,
Marcia Auge, Vicki Mest, Nadine Lydic, Clair Burkhart, Carole Mest, Bob
McElwee, Chester Heydt and Lisa Fox.

Friends & Family:

Michelle Hiriak, Linda Stark, Judy Moser, Jenn Riegner, Sue Miller, Keith
Weller, Janet Conrad, Gordon Moser, Larry Clemens, LeeAnn Prince and
Verna Pomar.

Families Of:
Gail Marasco, William Rohrbach, Charles Hoffman, Anna Bechtel, Joyce
Kemp and David Thomas Hawthorne.

Also members, relatives and friends in the community who are

serving in the military including:

Christopher Heffner, Noah Heydt, Ben Rhode, Steven Herbst, David Crews,
Jeff Lydic and Seth Kurtz.

Our sister congregation, the Marienkirche in Borna, Germany.
(Website: Kirche-bornaer-land.de)

Please note: Names of friends and family will be kept on the bulletin
prayer list for one month. If still in need of prayers, these names will
then appear in the newsletter prayer list. Names on the friends and
family list will normally be kept on the newsletter prayer list for one
year. If you wish for names to remain longer, please speak to Pastor
Gene, Linda Ritter or contact the Church Office. Thank you for
helping us keep the prayer list current!
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September 27, 2026 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s Worship Assistants:

Ushers: Sharon Renninger* & Mardell Blanford
Lector: Laura Moser
Acolyte: Kathy Farrington

The Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God, by
Ms. LaRue Sheetz, in Memory of her Parents Mr. & Mrs.
Charles Frymoyer’s Wedding Anniversary and also by Mrs.
Mary Snyder, in Honor of her Daughter Kathleen’s
Birthday.

The Bulletins are presented to the glory of God by
Diane Morlock, in Memory of her Brother Larry
DeStefano for his birthday.

The Eternal Flame Candle is presented to the glory
of God by Janice Sheetz, in Memory of Robert &
Cynthia Eshbach and James Eshbach.

o (those who are able may stand)

Prelude “Echo Fanfare”
L. Smith

Announcements and Concerns

® Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But i1f we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
P Most merciful God,

Cc we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his
Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

) Processional Hymn WOov# 719
“God Is Here!”

. Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.



D ANE
L
ol

i
L] P S— 8 ![
L

L8] -~ L] & L% ] * [

Lor the peace rom a- bove, and for our sul-vation, et us pray o the Lord,

}
I
[

| 1NN

i
- |
r ¥
I

Lord, have mer - cy.

4] ey KX » 13

A Torthe peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of - God,

4]
)T
ey p——— p ———— |
v

andlorthe - ni -ty of all, let  wus pray to the Taord
n .
7 —| I ;
e
o ~ 7
Lord, have mer - cy.
f
"
fes A0 s Py s L4
LNAY - - r ) ¥ hd
o

A Lot this holy  house, and [or all who offer  here  their wor - ship and  praise,

] \ . .
X  — E— E——
WI h— " ) ’ = £ [ _— —
o ' J
let s pray 1o the Lord M Lord, have mer - «cy.
1] . |
¥ I I T
2 ] P —
H— T —a—py—————o ¢ 5 o O = —+ h
[y

A Help, save, comfort, and de - fend s, gra-cious Lord, @ A - men



Hymn of Praise
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e Prayer of the Day
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P The Tord be with  vou M And al - so with you
e P Let us Pray..
C God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.

Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that
harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their
parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

"'The word of the Lord came to me: * What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? * As I live, says the Lord God,
this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives
are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is
only the person who sins who shall die.

¥ Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? ** When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. *’
Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. **
Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that
they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. * Yet the
house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are
my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

3% Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *' Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
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Israel? ** For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God.
Turn, then, and live.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9

"o ! you, O LORD,
I lift 'up my soul.
*My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be ' put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ' over me.
3 Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ' who are treacherous.
*Show me your ' ways, O LORD,
and teach ' me Your paths.
> Lead me in your ' truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- I'sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- 'ness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and up- ' right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ' in your way.
’You lead the low- ' ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as
the foundation for Christian accord.

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let each of you look
not to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
% who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.
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And being found in appearance as a human,
¥ he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

? Therefore God exalted him even more highly

and gave him the name

that is above every other name,

%so that at the name given to Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

"2 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own
salvation with fear and trembling, ' for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be
in charge of the temple.
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Presentation of the Gospel by Heart

2 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then |
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. *° Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, “Why, then, did
you not believe him?’ 2° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of
the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” %’ So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

28 «What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” ** He answered, ‘I will not,” but
later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the second and
said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. *' Which of
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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[C] FPraise to you, [ Christ.

Senior Choir Anthem “Sing a New Song to the Lord”
N. Sleeth

Sermon

Hymn of the Day LBW# 492
“O Master, Let Me Walk with You”
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e Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

J The Prayer of the Church

L Let us pray for the whole people of God, in
Christ Jesus, and for all people according to
their needs.

A brief silence.

After each portion of prayers:
L Lord, in your mercy.

Cc hear our prayer
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The prayers conclude:

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

e The Lord’'s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

e Our Mission Statement
p People of Trinity, what is our mission?

C We shall, as individuals and as a
congregation, strive through word, worship, and
witness to further the kingdom of God by knowing
and sharing Christ’s Love in our hearts, in our
homes, in His church, in the community, and in the
world.
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. Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon

you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen, Amen, Amen.

) Recessional Hymn LBW# 464
“You Are the Way”

Postlude “The Lord Bless You”
R. Peery

Reprinted from Sundays & Seasons 2026
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A Special Thank You to all who came out and supported the Basket
Party, it was a great time of fun and fellowship! Also a Special Thank
You to Mardell Blanford and her committee for organizing this event!

Harvest Home: It is the time we celebrate God's Harvest. Today is the
last day we will be collecting donations for Boyertown Area Multi-
Service. Nonperishable items can be placed in the box in the Narthex.
Please see the list of top pantry needs in this bulletin. Thank you for your
support!

Help Wanted: The Bechtelsville Community Fall Fest will be held
October 3, 11:00-3:00. Volunteers are needed to help with carnival games:
soda ring toss and candy roulette wheel, and at the children’s craft station.
Please consider sharing Christ’s love in the community by volunteering for
an hour, two, or more and support their efforts to raise funds for additional
playground equipment. A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex. For
questions or more information contact Sharon Renninger.

Bechtelsville Community Park Fall Fest — Saturday, October 3, 11:00-
3:00. Fun for all ages: Touch-a-truck event, petting zoo, basket raffle, bike
rodeo, car seat safety check, hayrides, games, food, and vendors. Come out
and support our community at its biggest fundraising event of the year!

Hoagie Fundraiser” for the General Fund. 8”hoagies from Maurizio’s
Pizza (formerly Pappa Bernards) cost $8.00. The hoagies will be ham,
Italian and turkey (onion, no onion). There is a sign up sheet posted on the
bulletin board. Orders are due by: Sunday, October 11th and pick up
on Friday, October 16th — 11:00AM-11:30AM. Please make checks
payable to Dennis Schaeffer. Any questions, please see Dennis
Schaeffer. Thank You for your support. Thank you also to Dennis
Schaeffer for organizing this fundraiser.

Craft Show, Used Book & Bake Sale Saturday, October 17th — 9AM to
IPM. Tables are still available for Crafters interested in the show. Please
contact Cathy Yoder or the church office. We will have our annual Bake
Sale along with our Used Book Sale. Donations of any used books are
greatly appreciated and can be dropped off in the Nursery. Lunch will be
available to purchase. Yard Signs are now available for you to place on
your front lawn or place of business. Please see Cathy Yoder for a
sign.

Attention bakers! We need your lovingly homemade baked goods for the
bake sale at our craft show. So that we have a variety of items, please list
what you will be donating on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. Ideas
include cookies, cupcakes, brownies, muffins, breakfast buns or cakes,
pies, etc. Items may be dropped off Thursday evening, 6:30-8:30, Friday
Evening 6:00-8:00, or Saturday by 8:45 a.m. Thank you for your support!
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Pumpkins and Pizza event on Sunday, October 25th, 4:30-7:00pm. All
ages welcome! Bring your family and friends! There is a sign up sheet
posted in the narthex.

Christmas Cantata “Hope Has Dawned, Noel” by Mary McDonald is

Sunday, December 13th and the Snow Date and Encore Presentation

will be Sunday, January 3rd at 3PM. If you would like to sponsor the
cantata, please see Jenn McCarron.

Coffee Hour will continue on non-communion Sundays, please
volunteer to host Coffee Hour in order for this time of fellowship to
continue. There is a Sign Up Sheet posted on the bulletin board in the
Narthex.

You may sponsor Altar Flowers, the cost of the flowers has

increased for (1) vase $34.00 and (2) vases $68.00, please contact Mary
Snyder. If you wish to sponsor flowers and that date is not available,
you can always sponsor an extra bouquet of flowers for $40.00. When
sponsoring flowers, please use a flower envelope found in the rack in the
narthex or clearly mark the envelope “Flowers”. If you sponsored flowers
in the past but no longer wish to, please let Mary Snyder 610-473-8885 or
the church office know. If you wish to sponsor the bulletins, the cost is
$15.00 to offset the cost of printing.

Trinity's Gift Card Program - Orders will be taken before and after
the church service the first Sunday of the month and will be
distributed at church the second Sunday of the month. Order forms for
Redners, Giant, and Scrip will be available at church and the Scrip order
form is also found on Trinity’s website. Please note: Weis Markets cards
($25, $100) can be ordered through Scrip for those who physically shop at
the store. Weis cards cannot be used for online orders. KOHL'S GIFT
CARDS CANNOT BE USED TO PAY YOUR KOHL'S CHARGE.
We apologize for any inconvenience. Payment must be submitted with
your order; checks should be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church. Be
sure to include your phone number on your order form.

HOSPITAL INPATIENT STAY: Please contact Pastor Gene if you are
admitted to the hospital and would like a visit, due to privacy laws, the
hospital no longer contacts the church.

Need a ride? We have volunteers in the congregation who are willing to
provide transportation to medical appointments, etc., for those who can’t
find a ride. Please contact Pastor Gene 610-322-0901 if you need a ride or
would like to volunteer as a driver.
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Bibles are available in the rack in the Narthex for you to reference
during worship. You may also take home to reference, please return when
you are finished.

Devotionals are available in the rack in the Narthex. If you enjoy the
devotionals, please make a donation to help offset the cost. Thank You.

Trinity’s events for the upcoming week:

Sunday, September 27th- 9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service
Wednesday, September 30th-6:30 TLC Stitchers
7:00 Bible Study
6:30 Sr. Choir Practice
7:30 Cantata Practice
8:00 Cont. Worship Serv.
w/Communion
:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service
w/Communion

Thursday, October 1st-

Sunday, October 4th-

e

Next Week’s Worship Assistants:
Sunday, October 4th:

Assisting Minister: Vicki Mest

Server: Linda Ritter
Ushers: Kay McGowan* & Uta Hahn
Lector: Erika Zaiser

Acolyte: Kathy Farrington
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LAST WEEK’S STATISTICS: 09/20/2026

Attendance Offerings
Worship/S.S. General Hunger
49/12 $2,344.00 $10.00

Benevolence Bldg. Maint.

$50.00 0

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE

Attendance Offerings
Worship General Benevolence
14 $590.00 0

Build. Maint.
0

Total Attendance Total Offering
63 $2,934.00
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Boyertown Area Multi-Service:
Non-Perishable Items Needed:

Paper Towels

Tissues

Laundry Detergent
Shampoo and Conditioner
Syrup

Pancake Mix

Instant Mashed Potatoes
Stuffing Mix

9. Hamburger Helper

10. Chef Boyardee Meals

11. Cake/Brownie Mix

12. Jelly

13. Peanut Butter

14. Canned Chicken

15. Canned Mixed Vegetables

ORI 2N 19N U o N DD e

Sodium free, sugar free, gluten free and low-fat
items are also appreciated for clients with dietary
restrictions.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING THOSE IN
NEED.
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A free-will offering 1s scheduled for the third Sunday of
each month. They are as follows:
October 18 — Eastern Berks Fire Dept.
November 15 — Elf Bags (Multi-Service)
December — No free-will offering. Thank you for

supporting the various Christmas giving
opportunities.

Thank you for your contributions to these special
causes!
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Turn everyday shopping
into fundraising dollars

@ RaiseRight.

Simply the right way to fundraise

Earn up to 15% on birthday gifts,
graduation gifts, dinner out and
dinner in!

Give the gift that gives back

If you need a birthday present, Valentine’s Day gift, date night
dinner and a movie, or groceries for dinner at home,
gift cards are always a great choice -
whether you shop using gift cards or give them as gifts.
It's even more thoughtful because you're giving back to Trinity.

amazon KOHLS Walmart = © cARRABBAg

ITALIAN [-LIT

TARGET

é Wawa VISA

GIANT [reoner's EEQ
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The Community Clothing Rack
Schedule

1st Wednesday
Donations Accepted

2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays
Shoppers Welcome

2nd Thursday
Shoppers Welcome
6:00PM-8:00PM

S5th Wednesday
CLOSED

Hours
1:00PM-4:00PM

Summer Hours Only
June-August
9:00AM-12:00PM

Closed on all major holidays.
In the case of inclement weather,

Refer to Boyertown Area School district closure.
CCR is a ministry of St. Luke Lutheran Church
Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by providing
necessary clothing to the underserved.

www.StLukeGilbertsville.org



Readings for Personal Devotion

M  Genesis 27:1-29
T Genesis 28:10-17
W Matthew 19:23-30
Th Isaiah 41:1-13

F  Romans 16:1-20
Sa Psalm 106:1-12

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
) Church

The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Zaiser, DMin.,
Pastor
Mrs. Jennifer McCarron, Director of Music
Mrs. Karen J. Smith, Parish Secretary
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world  a - round us, al  our var - ied skills and arts &
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GATHERING
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wait the com-ing of the Spir-it in -t 0 - pen mindsand hearts.
fer here,in new-ness and re - new-al, Godthe  Spir-it comes to each.
long what it meansin dai-ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.
herd's we, who can-not live with-outyou, we a - doreyou! We be - lieve!
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, b, 1503

Music:  Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-199] ABBOTSKI:,I;I?g
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Co.: music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co
In the Presence of Your People 720
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In the pres-ence of your peo - ple I will praise your name,
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a - lone youare ho - ly, en-throned on the prais-es of Is - ra - el,
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cel - e-brate your good-ness and  your stead-fast love;
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may your name be ex-alt - ed here on earthand in heav'na - bove.

G Brent Chambers, b, 1948
Usc: Brent Chambers, b. 1948
E193 Scripture in Samg, admin. Maranatha Music o The Conyrieht Co
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5 Not for the hope of glory or reward,
But even as thyself hast loved me, Lord,
I love thee, and will love thee and adore,
Who art my King, my God, forevermore,

COMMITMENT

Text: attr. Frances Xavier, 1506-1552; tr. Edward H. Bickersteth, 1825-1996
© Tune: Herbert Howells, b 1892

O Master, Let Me Walk with You

IN MANUS TUAS
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1 O Mas - ter, et me  walk  with you In low - ly
2 Help me the slow  of heart 1o move By  some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share  with me A clos - e,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray Far down the
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paths  of  ser - vice true: Tell me your se - cret;
win - ning  word of love; Teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - ny, In work that keeps faith
fu - twres broad - ‘ning way, In peace that on - ly
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help me bear The strain  of toil, the fret of care.

feet to stay, And guide them in  the home - ward way.

sweet  andstrong, In trust that tri- umphs 0 - ver wrong,

you can give; With you, O Mas - ter, let me live.
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Text: Washingion Giadden, 1576-1918 | MARYTON

Tume: H Percy Smith, 1825-1598
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TRUST, GUIDANCE
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GreatCre - a- tor, still cre - at - ing, Show us  what we yet may do.
Fac -ing us withlife’s de - struc-tion Or our most tri - um-phant hour.
GreatCre - a - tor, give us guid - ance Till our goalsand yoursare one.

© Text: Catherine Cameron, b 1927, alt HOLY MANNA
3 Tune: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1825 87870

You Are the Way 464
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I Youare the way; throughyou a - lone Can we the Fa - ther find;
2 Youare the truth; your Word a - lone True wis - dom can  im - par;
3 : 3 Youare the life; the rend -ing - tomb Pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 Youare the way, the truth, the life; Grant us that way to know,
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In you, O Christ, has God re-vealed His heart, his will, his mind!
You on-ly can in-form the mind And pu - - fy the heart,

And those who put their trust in you Not death nor hell shall harm,
Thattruth to  keep, that life 1o win, Whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

LT George W Doane, 17991859, ai 1 ——
& Tine: Palter, Ednbargh, 1615 P
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